dispatched her businesse in little more than an houer. I am
afraide your shape is not so advantageously made for that
convenience as hers is, however a boy will recompense two
grunts more, and so good night for feare I fall into naturale
philosophy before I thinke of it."

There was really little danger of such a fall. His nearest
approach to philosophy was an occasional .speech to Par-
liament, when he would indulge in some reflections of a
metaphysical nature on the justice of his cause in the ap-
proaching conflict. He had been pained to see that the en-
thusiastic loyalty of his House of Commons had cooled a
little of recent months. They did not respond so imme-
diately and cheerfully to his request for funds to pay for
the war. They were inclined to pinch pennies and talk
about extravagance, which was distinctly impertinent of
them since the spending of the money they voted was
quite outside their province and their constituents could
not hold them responsible. However, they managed to
make themselves so troublesome that the ingenious Pepys,
now attached to the navy office where he was to set a tradi-
tion of loyalty and usefulness for generations of permanent
officials, cooked up for their delectation some quite re-
markable figures which grossly exaggerated the sums al-
ready spent on the fleet.

" But God knows," he confessed to his diary, ** this is
only a scare to the Parliament to make them give the more
money."

The fiction served its purpose, and the Commons
promptly levied taxes which, they vaguely guessed, would
bring in enough money to finance a war. Charles, in one
of his usual simple speeches, which were regarded by his
contemporaries as rather inferior oratory because they
contained none of the elaborately exaggerated metaphors
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